20           EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
de I'entitlement secondaire en France au dix-septftme sikle
complains that it is but a poor preparation for life to rob
the ancient authors of their most human qualities, to read
Cicero and Livy for their general outlook and their immortal
sayings, and not to see beneath the matchless language a
human personality throbbing with life. He complains of
the long digressions and the minute grammatical studies
so vividly described by Rollin. These, Lantoine thinks,
make the man disappear under an abundance of com-
mentaries. All this is well fitted to teach composition, but
does it prepare for life ? If " Latin is a gentleman/' as the
saying goes, it was never more aristocratic than in the
eighteenth century.
In an article which appeared in the Revue des deux Mondes *
this same reproach is levelled. It will, therefore, be of
interest to quote it here before returning to the survey of
Jesuit schools. A plea is made to give boys something
more than Des kfons degodt, for they will have to face not a
life of pleasant leisure and agreeable conversation, but a
struggle for existence. The writer asks that history should
be studied from its more human point of view. " Let us
show/* he writes, "that the great men whom we are
tempted to look upon as pure spirits in the realms of
literature, have lived through times as stormy as our own.
That they have taken part in the battle of life and have
suffered like us. These men that seem at first glance to be
so serene have been buffeted by storms, and bear each one
in his own heart the wounds of life's sorrows. Let us
look for these wounds and discover the man behind the
writer. Let us try to place him in his historical setting in
order to understand him the better/*
This is a plea for historical accuracy, for experience of
1 1869.